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M A I  1 1 ,  1 9 0 7 .
The third oí the seríes of íirticles by Braid it 

Fry’s Magazine is on long driving. Th cartcle 
presupposes that the reader has thoroughly acquir­
ed all the main features of a  true swing, and 
consequently only the more important points 
which together go towards increasing the length 
ol drive are treated on in th is  article. The first 
piece of advice tliat Braid offers the would-be 
long driver Is to alw’ays keep in mind that mere 
bnde  force will not drive a  long ball. As re- 
pirtla the stance, Braid favours g, square one, 
though he admits tha t a moderately open ore is 
used b}' some long drivers w ith success. If w’e 
çartfully examine the stances of well-known long 
drivers, however, such as Braid him9?lf, Black- 
w'el], N. Hunter, Osmond, and Wiçliael Scott, and 
others, we will find tliat they one and all tend 

y ii?arer the square than the open nosition. True 
i t  is th a t though they all stand moderately 
square, the set of their shoulders is open—tliat is 
to say, the right slioulder is always much more 
advanjccd and much lower than  the left one. At 
firsi çigiit, therefore, it would appear that there  
is nothing to  choose between the two stances; but 
if we Examine further we w ill see that in the 
.sejuare stance the right hip and thigh are rela­
tively more beliind tha shoulders, and, conse­
quently, in a better position to  help the la tte r 
into the stroke at the  proper moment, and in this 
we find a decided reason for Braid’s preferemoe. 
An im portant point th a t is wofully traugsresseJ 
by many men players and most lady playerg is 
that the heels should be well down, and the 
weight resting almost entirelp on them. Low
heels are nec‘cssary in the first place, and the 
player should get his weight well down on bis 
beeli by drawing h is  body backwards and up­
wards, as it w'ere, from the ball, so
that hifi arnis can be well ^tended,
and not by sitting down to his work and bend­
ing his elbow'S. Haring g6t à propel stance, the 
next point is to swing l»ck  very slowly. Tlie 
top of the swing is reached w'hen the club is 
horizontal, or even slightly before this for most 
players, mpre especially for those who liave not 
ptarted their golf early. The right elbo^ should 
be well into the side a t th is point, botli. wrists 
diroctb’ under tjic spaft, and, most ira ^ r ta n t of 
all, every muscle of the bodv. arm«, legs, and 
wrists should be as tense and rigid as posible. 
The eyes should be looking o v ^ , not the point of 
the shoulder, but the  upper left arm, about two 
cr three inches to th e  right of th e  shoulder point. 
The body should hgve pivoted on the hips, w ith 
the spine as the centre on which the turn is made, 
for if tne left shoulder is brought inwards i.nd the 
left Side allowed to sag in as in  a very upright 
s;.nng the body cannot he brought into the stroke. 
One of the best means of avoiding this tendency 
is to turn the  left toe well out in addressing the 
ball, and when the turn  of the body is made the 
pivot of the foot should be on to  the ball of the 
big toe, i.e.. on the inner p a rt of the shoe, w ith 
tiiQ left knee bent as little  as possible and the 
tthole leg muscles as tense as can be. The reas<_ 
for the slow up s r in g  is that the  club head must 
çCtPC to a stop before i t  can be brought back 
again, and, more important still, if brought up 
quickly, the club is liable to overswing the player 
and either leaver th e  wrists on after the t ^ y  
and arms have stopped or else if the wrists be firm 
enourii to prin-ent this leaver the right elbow 
from the  right side, and so a lter the plane of the 
swing unless à pause is made to  enaUe the righ t 
ellKW to  get back into position before any effort 
is put into the swing. This la tte r is a most im ­
portant point, that will bear great anab'sifl. and 

' until next week.
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